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We begin in the name of Allah, the most gracious, the most merciful. 


We then offer salutations upon His noble messenger #2, all his family members, and 


companions. 


This book is a translation of the Urdu version “Khairul Usool fi Hadeeth ir Rasool 3”. 


While many people pay more attention to the text of the Ahadeeth, the chains of narrations 
hold an even stronger status. The efforts of the Muhadditheen have been to preserve these 
chains in order to provide to us the correct text. 


This concise books equips the student to a level where s/he is able to distinguish the 
Saqeem (unauthentic) and Sahih (authentic) Ahadeeth that are attributed to the Prophet 
. Also, s/he will be able to play a role in preserving the Sunnah and protecting it from 


the attackers. 


The Prophet #% is reported to have said: 


”All the sons of Adam are sinners, but the best of sinners are those who are given to 
repentance." 


[Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah, Darimi] 


Any errors you may find, herein, are our very own and we seek forgiveness for them. 


Copyright © 2020. Jaamia Zainab 


All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or 
transmitted in any form, or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying to 
otherwise. 
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Arter) be 


Khayrul Usool 


Definition of Usool al Hadeeth 
It is a science through the principles and rules of which it is possible to know the condition of the 
chain of narrators and the text from the perspective of acceptance or rejection 


Purpose of Usool al Hadeeth 
The purpose of this science is to practice upon the acceptable narrations and steer away from 
unacceptable ones, according to the condition of the chain 


Subject matter of Usool al Hadeeth 
The subject matter of Usool al Hadeeth is Hadeeth itself 


Definition of Hadeeth 

Linguistic meaning : 

Something that is new or a conversation, story, report; whether it is true or false, whether it is 
related to the past or presence 


Rhetoric meaning (Muhadditheen) : 

e The statements of the Prophet 

e The actions of the Prophet 

e The passive approvals of the Prophet 4% (when he % saw something being done and he 
remained silent about it. This silence is an indication of his acceptance) 

e The character disposition 

e The physical features of the Prophet 


“agald | aslis 9 ald | live 9 op Big aled y BY ol JS” 


Categorization of Hadeeth 

Hadeeth falls into two categories: 

1. Khabr Mutawatir 

Linguistically means to be continuous 

Rhetorically it refers to a Hadeeth that has reached us through a large number of people in each 
generation. Also, due to their large number it is impossible for them to come together and agree to 
cook up this narration. 


2. Khabr Aahaad / Wahid 
Linguistically means that which is singular and isolated 


Rhetorically it is any narration that has does not have as many narrators as Mutawatir 


The first category of Khabr Aahaad 
According to the end point of the Matn, it is of three types: 


Jaamia Zainab All rights reserved Page 3 of 11 


1. Marfoo’ 
That which is narrated from the Prophet 2 directly 
For example, Nabi #2 said in the narration of Sahih Bukhari: oUJt Jue I 


2. Mawgqoof 
That narration which is attributed to a Sahabi 
For example, as narrated by Bukhari, Ibn Umar as «il 2) Would say -Lil) Jar5 3b cen (31 


A Sahabi is someone who met the Prophet #@, believed in him and died upon this state 


3. Maqtoo’ 
The narration that is attributed to a Tabi’ee 


eg Ibn Shihab Zuhri “would SAY Cede yf > pli Su ely dee ol dee bell Wb 3s 


A Tabi’ee is someone who met at least one of the Sahaba, in the state of Islam and died upon the 
same 


The second category of Khabr Aahaad 
According to the number of narrators, Khabr Aahaad is of three types: 


1. Mashhoor 
Linguistically means something that is widespread 
Rhetorically means something that has more than 3 narrators in each Generation 


2. Azeez 
Rhetorically, in every Generation it does not drop to less than two narrators 


3. Ghareeb 
Linguistically, strange 
Rhetorically, wherein there is only one narrator in a generation at some point in the chain 


The third category of Khabr Aahaad 
According to the qualities of the narrators, Knhabr Aahaad is of 16 types 


1. Sahih Li Thatihi 
A Hadeeth that is sound in itself 


The following three are found in it: 
e Ittisal as Sanad 

e Adalah ar Rawee 

e Thabt ar Rawee 


These two aren't present in it: 


e No Shuthooth 
e No ‘Illah 
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2. Hasan Li Thatihi 
A Hadeeth that has all the conditions of Sahih Li Thatihi, except that the narrator is lacking in his 
Thabt. 


The following two are found in it: 
e Ittisal as Sanad 
e Adalah ar Rawee 


These two aren't present in it: 
e No Shuthooth 
e No ‘Illah 


It is lacking: 
e Thabt ar Rawee 


3. Tha'eef 
A Hadeeth that does not meet with the conditions of Sahih li Thatihi and Hasan li Thatihi 


4. Sahih Li Ghayrihi 

Those Hasan li Thatihi narrations that are sound because they have the support of other 
narrations. A Sahih Li Ghayrihi narration can be supported by at least two Hasan li Thatihi 
narrations. 


5. Hasan Li Ghayrihi 
Two or more narrations that have slight weakness are combined to become a Hasan Li Ghayrihi 


6. Mawdhoo’ 
A statement that people understand to be a Hadeeth, whereas in reality it is a fabricated ascription 
to the Prophet 


7. Matrook 
A narrator that is known for lying in his affairs but is not known for lying upon the Prophet 


8. Shaath 
An irregular narration in which one Thiqah narrator opposes a group of people that are more 
Thigah than him 


9. Mahfooth 
The opposite of Shaath is Mahfooth 


10. Munkar 
A denounced narration in which a weak narrator opposes a group of Thiqah narrators 


11. Ma’roof 
The opposite of Munkar 
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12. Mu’allal 
An obscure defect that stabs at the authenticity of the Hadeeth even though apparently there 
nothing is wrong with the Hadeeth 


13. Muthtarab 
A Hadeeth comes through numerous chains of narration, in different ways and it is not possible to 
harmonize between them or give preference to some over the others 


14. Maqloob 
The narration that is upside down or topsy-turvy, either due to a mistake or due to Taqdeem or 
Takheer in the Sanad or Matn 


15. Musahhaf 
It includes publishing or writing errors, specifically in the dots on the words 


16. Mudraj 
This is when someone in order to explain, adds a word to the Hadeeth. The writer assumes that 


these are the words of the Prophet £ and writes them down, attributing them to him £&. 


The fourth category of Khabr Aahaad 
According to the Saqt of the narrator, Khabr Aahaad is of seven types: 


1. Muttasil 
A chain that makes mention of all the narrators in the chain 


2. Musnad 
A Hadeeth that is Muttasil al Isnaad from the compiler and the chain is connected to the 


Prophet Sa 


3. Mungati’ 
The chain that has one or more narrators dropped, from different spots in the middle of 
the chain 


4. Mu/allaq 
The chain that has one or more narrators dropped, right at the beginning of the chain 


5. Mu‘dhall 
The chain that has two or more narrators dropped consecutively, from the middle of the 
chain 


6. Mursal 
This is an expedited Hadeeth. The chain in which after the Tabi’ee someone other than a 
Sahabi has been dropped out 


7. Mudallas 
A camouflaged Hadeeth, in which the narrator skips the name of the Shaykh or the Shaykh 
of his Shaykh 
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The fifth category of Khabr Aahaad 
According to the modes of narration, it is of two types: 


1. Mu’an’an 
Narrators use the Segha of ‘An without mentioning explicitly the words of Ikhbar, Tahdeeth and 
Tahammul. This method is also known as ‘An’anah 


2. Musalsal 
It is essentially a pattern relating to time, action and attribute 


Terms of narration 
Haddathani 
Akhbarani 
Anba’ani 
Haddathana 
Akhbarana 
Anba’ana 
Qara’tu 
Qaala li Fulaan 
Thakara li Fulaan 

. Rawaa li Fulaan 

. Kataba ilayya Fulaan 

. An Fulaan 

. Qaala Fulaan 

. Thakara Fulaan 

. Rawaa Fulaan 

. Kataba Fulaan 


SEPA a Pe 


PRPrPRPPPRPP 
nou BhWN FP O 


Difference between Haddathani and Akhbarani 

According to the Mutaqaddimeen, both these terms have the same meaning. 

According to the Muta’akhireen, when you listen to a Hadeeth from your teacher as the only 
student, you use Haddathani and if you hear a Hadeeth from your teacher aurally, with other 
students you use the term Haddathana. On the other hand if you read a narration to your teacher 
during a one on one session, you use Akhbarani and if there were other students present with you, 
you use the term Akhbarana. 


The books of Hadeeth 
There are two famous categorizations of the book of Hadeeth 


Categorization #1 
1. Jaami' 
A book that gathers Ahadeeth regarding exegesis, beliefs, etiquettes, rulings, history, trials and 
tribulations, signs of the day of judgment, etc. 
Skis g Lid g elSol Seg pent 9 Clot pee 
For example, Jami Sahih Bukhari, Jami Tirmithi 


2. Sunan 
A book that compiles Ahadeeth according to the pattern of the juriscprudic teachings 
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For example, Sunan Tirmithi, Sunan Abi Dawood, Sunan Ibn Majah 


3. Musnad 

A book of Hadeeth that has been authored according to the names of the Sahaba; the alphabetical 
order, chronological order, acceptance of Islam, etc 

For example, Musnad Ahmad, Musnad Daarimi 


4. Mu’jam 
A book of Hadeeth that follows the order of the teachers in placing the Ahadeeth 
For example, Mu’jam Al Kabeer of Imam Tabrani 


5. Juz’ 
A book that gathers all the Ahadeeth pertaining to a particular juriscprudic matter 
For example, Juz Rafi’l Yadain of Imam Bukhari, Juz ul Qira’ah of Imam Bayhaqi 


6. Mufrad 
A book of Hadeeth that gathers all the narrations of one specific person 


7. Ghareeb 
A book of Hadeeth that gathers all the Tafarrudat of one narrator from a particular Shaykh 


8. Mustakhraj 
A book of Hadeeth that has supporting chains for Anadeeth found in other books 
For example, Mustakhraj Abu Awanah 


9. Mustadrak 

A book of Hadeeth that completes the narrations of another book, while following its authors 
conditions 

For example, Mustadrak Hakim 


Categorization #2 
The books of Hadeeth are of 5 types in their acceptance or nonacceptance 


1. Those books of Hadeeth that have in them only Sahih Ahadeeth 
For example, Muwatta Imam Malik, Sahih Bukhari, Sahih Muslim, Sahih Ibn Hibban, Sahih Hakim, 
Sahih Ibn Khuzaima, Sahih lon Awanah 


2. Those books of Hadeeth that have in them Sahih, Hasan and Tha’eef Ahadeeth, but they are all 
accepted because weak ones are very close to Hasan in status. 
For example, Sunan Abi Dawood, Jami Tirmithi, Sunan Nasaai, Musnad Ahmad 


3. Those books of Hadeeth that Hasan, Salih and Munkar Ahadeeth 

For example, Sunan Ibn Majah, Musnad Tayaalisi, Ziyadat ibn Anmad bin Hambal, Musnad 
Abdurrazzaq, Musnad Saeed bin Mansoor, Musannaf ibn Abi Shayba, Musnad Abu Ya’la, Musnad 
Bazzaar, Musnad Ibn Jareer, Tahtheeb Ibn Jareer, Tafseer Ibn Jareer, Tareekh ibn Marduway, Tafseer 
ibn Marduway, Mu’jam of Tabrani, Mu’jam Sagheer, Mu’jam Awsat, Sunan Dar Qutni, Gharaib Dar 
Qutni, Sunan Bayhaqi, Sh’bul Imaan of Bayhagqi 
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4. Those books that have in them only Tha’eef Ahadeeth, except very few 
For example, Nawadir ul Usool Hakeem Tirmithi, Tareekh al Khulafa, Tareekh Ibn Najjar, Kitabu 
Thu’afa of Ugqaily, Kamil Ibn Adee, Tareekh Khateeb Baghdadi, Tareekh Ibn Asaakir 


5. Those books of Hadeeth that have Mawthoo’ Ahadeeth 
For example, Mawdhoo’at Ibn Jawzi, Mawdhoo’at Shaykh Muhammad Tahir Naharwani 


Sihah Sitta 
These six canonical books include: 


Sahih Bukhari, Sahih Muslim, Jami Tirmithi, Sunan Nasaai, Sunan Abi Dawood and Sunan Ibn Majah 


e Some Muhadditheen have included Muwatta Imam Malik instead of Sunan Ibn Majah 
e Others have included Musnad Daarimi instead of Sunan Ibn Majah 


These books are referred to as ‘Sihah Sitta’ because most of the Ahadeeth in them are Sahih. 


Order of the Sihah Sitta 


1. Sahih Bukhari 

2. Sahih Muslim 

3. Sunan Abi Dawood 
4. Sunan Nasaai 

5. Tirmithi 

6. Ibn Majah 


School of thought of the Sihah Sitta authors 
Imam Bukhari was either a Mujtahid or a Shafi’ee 
Imam Muslim was a Shafi’ee 

Imam Abu Dawood was a Hanbali or a Shafi’ee 
Imam Nasaai was a Shafi’ee 

Imam Tirmithi was a Shafi’ee 

Imam Ibn Majah was a Shafi’ee 


Jarh and Ta’deel 

When the Muhadditheen are accrediting or discrediting a narrator, they use certain terms. Some 
are mediocre, while others are very high in their position. Keeping this in mind, Muhadditheen 
make use of different degrees of terms from low to superlatives, according to their ranking. 


Some words of Ta’deel 
Thabatun Hujjah 
Thiqatun Hafidh 
Thiqatun Mutgqin 
Thiqatun Thabat 
Thiqatun Thigah 
Thiqah 

Sadooq 

La Balsa bihi 

. Laysa bihi Ba’s 
10. Mahalluhu Sidq 


OMNANAWNE 
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11. Jayyidul Hadeeth 

12. Salihul Hadeeth 

13. Shaykhun Wast 

14. Shaykhun Hasan al Hadeeth 
15. Sadoog inshAllah 

16. Suwailih, and others 


Some words of Jarh 
Dajjalun Kathab 
Wadha’ 
Muttaham bin Kathib 
Muttafaq ala Tarkihi 
Matrook, Sadoog lakinnahu Mubtadi’ 
Laysa bi Thiqah, Laysa bi Shay’ 
Sakatoo Anhu 
Thahibul Hadeeth 
Feehi Nathar 
. Halik, Saaqit 
. Tha’eef Jiddan, Tha’afoohu, Tha’eef Waahin 
. Yutha’af, Feehi Thu’f, Qad Thu’ ifa 
. Lays Bil Qawi, Laysa bi Hujjah, Laysa bi Thaak 
. Yu’raf wa Yunkar 
. Feehi Magqal 
. Layin, Ukhtulifa feehi 
. Sayyi’ul Hifdh, La Yuhtajju bihi 


Oo Noe SNe 


PRPRPPrPrPPRPB 
NODUBWNPRO 


Categorization of Jarh and Ta’deel 

Jarh and Ta’deel are both of two types: 

1. Jarh and Ta’deel Mubham — the reason behind the accrediting or discrediting isn't mentioned 
2. Jarh and Ta’deel Mufassar — the reason behind the accrediting or discrediting is mentioned 


According to Imam Bukhari, Imam Muslim, Imam Tirmithi, Imam Abu Dawood, Imam Nasaai, Imam 
Ibn Majah and the Fuqaha of Ahnaaf, Jarh Mubham is definitely not acceptable, while Ta’deel 
Mubham is accepted. 


As for Jarh and Ta’deel Mufassar, there is a consensus that they are both undoubtedly accepted. 


Conditions for the acceptance of Jarh and Ta’deel 

For Jarh and Ta’deel Mufassar to be accepted, the following condition need to be found in the 
person accrediting or discrediting. 

Should have: 

e Knowledge 

e¢ Fear of Allah 


e Honesty 
Should not: 
e Be biased 
e Too strict 
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e Too lenient 


Some Muhadditheen that are Muta’assib (biased, racist) include Imam Dar Qutni and Khateeb 
Baghdadi 

Some Muhadditheen that are Muta’annit (fault finder, picky) include Ibn Jawzi, lbn Taymiyya, 
Umar bin Badr Mawsli, Imam Joozaqani 

Some Muhadditheen that are Mutashaddid (extremist, strict) include Abu Hatim, Nasaai, Ibn 
Maeen, Ibn Qattan, Ibn Hibban 


Contradiction in an author’s Jarh and Ta’deel 

There are four apparent situations in the Jarh and Ta’deel of a narrator: 
1. Jarh Mubham and Ta’deel Mufassar 

2. Jarh Mubham and Ta’deel Mubham 

3. Jarh Mufassar and Ta’deel Mubham 

4. Jarh Mufassar and Ta’deel Mufassar 


In the first and second situation Ta’deel is accepted, whereas Jarh isn’t. In the third and fourth 


situation Jarh is accepted and Ta’deel isn’t, as long as the Jarh Mufassar is not from a person who is 
counted as a Muta’assib, Muta’annit and Mutashaddid. 
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